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Of the Ufe, Abufe, and Lipernty or THE Press. 


weccccwccemeceseocconesce Arts in my Train, 
And azure-mantled Scence, fuift we fpread 
A founding Pinion.----- Tuom. Lis. 


to the World, has frequently been made the Subject of fruitlefs Controverfy. 

The beft Things have been perverted to ferve the vileft Purpofes, their 

being therefore fubjeét to Abufe, is an illogical Argument againtt their 
Utility. Before the Invention of the Prefs, the Progrefs of Knowledge was flow, becaute 
the Methods of diffufing it were laborious and expenfive. The thorteft Production was 
too coftly to its Author ; and unlefs the Writer had an opulent Fortune, or rich Patrons 
to pay off his Amanuenfes, he was driven to the Neceffity ‘of retailing his Compolitions, 
To arrive at Fame and literary Glory, was not in the Power of every great Genius ; 
and doubtlefs Pofterity has loft the Sentiments of many eminent Men, which might have 
been equally ufeful and important, with the Writings of thofe, who make the brighteft 
Appearance in the Annals of Fame. It is otherwife fince the Difcovery of the Ait of 
Printing. The mot inferior Genius, however impoverifhed, can fpread his Thoughts 
thro’ a Kingdom. ‘The Public has the Advantage of the Sentiments of all its Individuals. 
Thro’ the Prefs, Writers of every Character and Genius, may promulge their Opinions ; 
and all confpire to rear and fupport the Republic of Letters. ‘The Patriot can by this 
Means, diffufe his falutary Principles thro’ the Breafts of his Countrymen, interpofe his 
friendly Advice unasked, warn them againft approaching Danger, unite them againft the 
Arm of defpotic Power, and perhaps, at the Expence of but a few Sheets of Paper, fave 
the State from impending Deftrudtion. The Divine is not confined within the narrow 
Limits of his parochial Duties, but may preach in his Writings to the whole World. Like 
Powers in Mechanics, he does as it were, multiply himfelf: For at the Inflant be Vifits 
the Sick of his own Parifh, he is perhaps confoling Hundreds agzinft the Fears of 
* Death, in foreign Nations and different Languages, and preaching to many Thoufands 
at the fame Time. And furely his Pleafure muft equal his Labours, when he 
teficcts, that his paftoral Care extends thro’ the whole chriftianiz’d World ; 
that however thin and fecluded his particular Parifh may be, yet that feveral Nations 
are within the Sphere of his Influence ; that he fhall even live after his Death, ar! 
Thoufands whom he never faw, be his Crown of rejoicing at the great Day of 
Judgment. Such alfo are the Advantages of Printing, to the Philofopher, the Moralitt, 
the Lawyer, and Men of every other Profeffion and Charaéter, whofe Sentiments may 
be diffufed with the greateft Eafe and Difpatch, and comparatively {peaking at a trifling 
Expence. In fhort, as the glorious Luminary of the Heavens, darts its Rays with 
incredible Velocity, to the moft diftant Confines of our Syftem, fo the Prefs, as from 
one common Center, diffufes the bright Beams of Knowledge, with prodigious 
Difpatch, thro’ the vaft Extent of the civilized World. 
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Secrecy, is another Advantage, which an Author had not before the Art of Pringi 
was difcovered. As long as Power may be perverted, from the original Defign of its 
being lodged with the Magiftrate, for proteéting the Innocent and punithing the Gailty, 
fo long it will be neceflary to conceal the Author who remarks it, from the Malice of 
the Officer guilty of fo pernicious a Perverfion ; and by Means of this Art he may write 
undifcovered, as it is impoffible to detect him by the Types of the Prefs. 

Ir mutt indeed be confelled, that this ufeful Difcovery has, like many others, been 
proftituted to ferve the bafeft Ends. This great Means of Knowledge, this grand Security 
of civil Liberty, has been the Tool of arbitrary Power, Popery, Bigotry, Superttition, 
Profanenefs, and even of Ignorance itfelf. “The Prefs groans under the Weight of the 
moft horrid Impieties, the moft ruinous and deftructive Principles in Religion and 
Politics, the idleft Romances, the moft contemptible Fuftian, Slander and Impotence. 
But to thut up the Prefs becaufe it has been abufed, would be like burning our Bibles 
and profcribing Religion, becaufe its Doétrines have been difobeyed and mifreprefented ; 
or like throwing off all Law and Reftraint, and finking into a State of Nature, becaule 
the over-grown Power of the civil Ruler, abufing his Truft, has facrificed the Lives and 
Properties of his Subjects, to lawlefs and tyrannical Sway. The horrid Practices of 
_ Nero, would by no Means have been a fufficient Reafon for the Deftruction of the Roman 
Polity. Nor had it been lefs than Madnefs in the Englifh Nation, to have dilolved the 
Bonds of our Conftitution, and funk into Anarchy and Confufion, even tho’ Cuaates 1. 
and James II. had provoked the juft Refentment of an injured and opprefled People. 
Such a Condition would have been worfe than that of Syracusz, under the moh 
unlimited Defpotifm. The Truth is, the Tyrant thould in fuch Cafe be depofed, but 
the State thould furvive him ; and rather than live without Law, without Society, and 
the innumerable Bleffings it includes, better would it be, to fuficr with only a diftaas 
Hope of Redrefs, the ungoverned Sway of the moft arbitrary Monarch the W orld ever fawy. 

Tut wide Influence of the Prefs is fo dangerous to arbitrary Governments, that ia 
fome of them it is fhut up, and in others greatly reftrained. ‘The Liberty of complaining 
of carrying that Complaint to the Throne itfelf, and of breathing the Sighs of a 
afflifted, opprefled Nation, has too great a Tendency to produce a Revolution tobe © 
faffered in defpotic Governments. No Prefs is tolerated in the Ortoman Empire. Powe 
fupported without Right, cannot bear, and therefore will not fubmit itielf to a publis 
Examination. Knowledge infpires a Love of Liberty,---and Liberty in the People, is 
incompatable with the Security of an arbitrary Legiflator. To the fame Caules are @ 
be afcribed, the Reftriétions on the Prefs in Roman Catholic Countries: Notwithitanding 
which, the Grand Segnior furpafles the Pope in Policy, which is not the only Proof of 
his Holinefs’s Fallibity. ‘That Hierarchy which fupports itfelf by keeping the People is 
Ignorance, and inhibiting its Devotees the Ufe of the Bible, oppugns its own Principles, 
by admitting the Ufe of the Prefs ; which, as it affords the Opportunity of diffufing 
Knowledge and Truth thro’ the World, muft, by inevitable Confequence, equally 
{pread abroad a Contempt of his Holine/i, and the Worthip, Ditcipline and Do@rines # 
his Church, Neither the Amours of Henry VIII. which to afperfe Proteftantifm, the 
Papifts afcribe as its Origin, nor any other natural Caufe, had fo happy Tendency 
deftroy the Power of the See of Rome, as the Liberty of the Prefs. Popery and Slavey 
could not ftand before true Religion and Liberty ; and as the Prefs was the Inftrument 
of both, the Rights of Se. Perer’s Chair were no fooner publicly contefted, thas 
defpifed and diminithed.--- 














_ No Nation in Europe, is more jealous of the Liberty of the Prefs than the Exghf, 0 
is there a People, among whom it is fo grofsly abufed. With us, the moft 
Licentioufnefs prevails. We are fo befotted with the Love of Liberty, that 
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into Extreams, we even tolerate thofe Things which naturally tend to its Subverfion. 
And what is ftill more furprizing, an Author juftly chargeable with Principles deftrudtive 
of our Conftitution, with Doétrines the moft abje&t and flavifh, may proceed even with 
inveterate Malice, to vilify, burlefque and deny our greateft Immunities and Privileges, 
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and fhall yet be fuffered to juftify himéelf under the unreftrainable Rights of the Prefs. 


An Abfurdity grofsly ftupid and mifchievous. What! fap the Conftitution, difturb the 
public Tranquility, and ruin the State, and yet plead a Right to fuch Liberty derived 
from the Law of that State! The Liberty of the Prefi, \ike Civil Liberty, is talked of by 
many, and underftood but by few ; the latter is taken by Multitudes, for an irrefreiaable 
Licence of ating at Pleafure ; an equal Unreftraint in Writing, is often argued from the 
former, but both are falfe and equally dangerous to our Conftitution. Civil Liberty 
is built upon a Surrender of fo much of our natural Libetty, as is neceflary for the good 
Ends of Government ; and the Liberty of the Prefs, is always to be reftrifted from 
becoming a Prejudice to the public Weal. ‘The Defign of entering into a State of 
Society, is to promote and fecure the Happénefs of its Individuals. Whatever tends to 
this End, is politically lawful, and no State can permit any Practice detrimental to the 
public Tranquility, but ii direét Oppofition to its fundamental Principles. Agreeable 
to this Doétrine I lay it down as a Rule, that when the Preés is prejudicial to the public 
Weal, it i abufed : and that the Prohibition of printing any Thing, not repugnant to 
the Profperity of the Scate, is an unjuftifiable and tyrannical Ufurpation. 
Ir, on the one Hand, we fuppofe any broader Foundation for the Liberty of the Preft, 
it will become more deftructive of public Peace, than if it were wholly thut up: And a 
Freedom of publifhing what is not prejudicial to the general Good, muft be allowed ; 
becaufe, what can do no Harm can be no Evil, and there can be no Punifhment without 
a Tranfgreffion. Befides, a Promotion of the public Welfare, of which the Prefs is 
often an Inftrument, fhould be fo far from fuffering Difcouragements, that as it is a 
political Virtue, it merits rather the Rewards than the Frowns of the Magiftrate. ‘T hus 
the Prefs will have all that Liberty which is due to it, and never be checked,but where its 
being unreftricted will prove an Evil, and therefore only where it ought to be checked, 
Liberty and Science may then fpread their Wings, and take the moft unbountled 
Flights. But fhould Tyranny ereét its formidable Head, and extend its Iron Scepter, 
the Nation may publith, and any private Perfon reprefent the general Calamity with 
Impunity. Does Corruption or Venality prevail, the Patriot is at Liberty to inveigh 
and fupprefs it. The boldeft Criminal lies open to Cenfure and Sa’‘re, and any Man 
may expofe and detect him. ‘The Divine may put Vice at a Stand ; every Attack upon 
the publick Welfare may be reprehended, and every deftructive Scheme baffled and 
expofed ; for all Men are free in that Way, to defeat every Project that is detrimental 
to the Public. This Privilege is a great One, and we fhould al! confpire to maintain 
it. This is the true Lisgrty or rue Press, for which Englifhmen ought to 
contend. Such a Liberty can never be dangerous, either to the Public, or 
their Ruler; but on the contrary may often be neceflary. What a certain great 
Politician faid of the Freedom of Speech, is fo applicable to that of the Prefs, thut I 
cannot omit its Infertion. ** The more, fays he, Men exprefs of their Hate and 
‘* Refentment, perhaps the lefs they retain, and fometimes they vént ‘the Whce'e that 
** Way : But thefe Paffions, where they are fmothered, will be apt to fefter, t grow 
** venemous, and to difcharge themfelyes by a more dangerous Organ than the Mouth, 
** even by an armed and vindi@tive Hand. Lefs dangerous is a railing Mouth, than a 
“* Heart filled and inflamed with Bitternefs and Curfes ; and more terrible to a Prince, 
** ought to be the fecret Execrations of his People, than their open Revilings, or, than 
“* even the Affaults of his Enemies.” 
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Aut thofe who oppofe the Freedom I have contended for,---a Liberty of promoting 
the common Good of Society, and of publithing any Thing elf not repugnant thereto, 
are Enemies to the Common Wealth ; and many will fall under this Character, who 
are as ready t» cry out for the Liberty of the Prefs as the warmeft Patriot. Of this the 
various Orde:s that obtain amongtt Men, furnifh fufficient Examples : I thall inflanee 
but in two. , 

Never docs a Writer of Genius and Spirit appear, unfhackled with blind Prejudices 
and little Attachments to Party. A Writer who expofes the Roguery of Icclefiaities, 
and difplays the Beauty of genuine unadulterated Chriftianity, but he gives as it were 
Birth to a fwarm of impotent Scribblers, who arrogate to themiclves an Authority 
from God, to anathemize and deliver him over to the Devil; and the fooner to 
compleat his Doom, will invoke the fecular Arm for Affiftance. Strange that they 
fhould have a Power from God, to confign a Man over to eternal Torments, and yet be 
reftrained by that very God, from illuminating his Underftanding by Fire and Fi ggot, 
unlefs at good Pleafure of the Mayiftrate ! Such as thefe I call Enemies, both to the 
Prefs and the Public, tho’ the former growns under the Burden of their Nonfenk, 
Superftition 2nd Bigotry. 

Tue Prefs is for ever in the Mouths of Printers, and one would imagine, that as 
they live by hs Liberty, they would underftand its true Limits, and endeavour to 
preierve its rightiul Extent. But the Truth is, there is fcarce onc in Twenty of them, 
that knows the one or aims at the other. 

A Printer ought not to publifh ever Thing that is offered him ; but what 1s 
conducive of general Utility, he fhould not refute, be the Author a Chr.flian, Jew, 
Turk or Infidel. Such Refufal is an immediate Abridgement of the Freedem of 
the Prefs. When on the other Hand, he proftitutes his Art by the Publication «f any 
Thing injuridus to his Country, it is criminal,---It is high Treafon againf\ the State. 
The ufual Alarm rurig in fuch Cates, the common Cry of an Attack upon the 
Liserty oF tHe Press, is groundlefs and trifling. The Prefs neither has, nor 
can have fuch a Liberty, and whenever it is affumed, the Printe: fhould be pur.thed. 
Private Intereft indeed has, with many of them, fuch irrefiflible Charms, and the 
general Good is fo feeble a Motive, that the only Liberty they know and wiih jor, is of 
publifhing every Thing with Impunity for which they are paid. [ could name a Printer, 
fo attached to his private Intereft, that for the fake of advancing it, fet up a Preis, 
deferted his Religion, made himiclf the Tool of a Party he defpiled, jr ately 
contemned and vilified his own Correfpondents, publifhed the moft infarnous Fali:hoods 
againft others, flandered half the People of his Country, promifed afterwards to 
defi, broke that Promife, continued the Publication of his Lies, Forgeries and 

Mifreprefentations ; and to compleat his Malignity, obftinately refufed to print the 
* Anfwers or Vindications of the Perfons he had abufed ; and yet even this Wretch, had 
the Impudence to talk of the Liberty of the Prefi. God forbid! that every Printer 
fhould deferve fo infamous a Character. There are among them, Men of Senfe, 
Ingenuity, and rational Lovers of Liberty, for which the greater Part are lefs jollicitous 
than the Generality of other Men, as a Confinement of the Prefs to its true Limit, is 
more frequently oppofed to their private Advantage. It would be eafy to enumerate 
a Variety of others, equally Pretenders to a Regard for the Liberty of the Prefi, and as 
evidently Enemies to the Prefi and the Public: But I thall referve the farther 
Coniideration of this Subje& for a following Year, when the Conduct of Bigots 
and their Adherents, will, probably, fupply me with fome neceflary Remarks. A. 


[i Laura and Aurelia, for the Honour of their Letter and ‘Journals , and am forry 
the Dijugn of my Papers, prevents a Compliance with the Reque/t of thofe fatr Corre/pondents, 
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